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Selectboard Meeting Highlights 

Tuesday, September 13, 2016 

 

 

Request from Drop-In Brewing to Amend Its Outside Consumption Permit.  The Board approved a 

request from Free Style Brewing Company (dba Drop-in Brewing) to amend the site plan for its 

Outside Consumption permit, in response to the contingencies noted in the Public Safety inspection 

report in June.  The company had originally sought approval for a service area situated across the 

parking lot from the retail space at 610 Route 7 South but has now moved the service area to a 345 

sq. ft. space adjacent to the porch in front of the building.  Hours of service remain unchanged, from 

11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

 

Knights of Columbus Placard on Middlebury Welcome Sign.  The Board heard a discussion with 

Gerhardt Meyer and Steve Ketcham of the Knights of Columbus, Eric Denu and Ben Fuller of the 

Rotary Club, and Randy Bigelow of the Lions Club, regarding recent actions the Knights of Columbus 

had taken to add their placard to the two Welcome to Middlebury signs on Rt. 7.  The Rotary Club 

and Lions Club had funded and erected the original signs in the early 1980s and then donated them to 

the Town.  The organizations then replaced the signs in 2012 at a cost of $4,320.  As a result of the 

discussion, the Board proposed that the Knights of Columbus work with Mountain Signs (which built 

the 2012 signs) to replace the K of C placard with one that conforms to the design and background 

colors of the Rotary and Lions placards and repair any damage to the sign’s weatherization seal.  The 

Board also voted to ask the Knights of Columbus to reimburse the Rotary Club and Lions Club for 1/3 

of the cost of the sign and work out an agreement for sharing future maintenance costs. 

 

Inquiry from Nancy Bascom Howe Regarding Granting Otter Creek Fishing Access to the Town.  

Nancy Foster presented a proposal on behalf of Nancy Bascom Howe to present to the Town a .2-acre 

parcel of waterfront property located at 1804 Three Mile Bridge Road as a gift from the Charles H. 

Bascom Sr. Estate, subject to conditions.  The Bascom property, which is under a sales contract with 

an organization that will preserve the land, includes the small parcel contains a short length of Class 4 

road off Three Mile Bridge Road, maintained by the Town, that provides access to Otter Creek.  

Because the prospective owners are not interested in owning and maintaining the road and access 

area, the Bascom family has offered it to the Town, on the condition that the Town cover the legal 

costs associated with preparing the deed and that it agree to name the area Bascom Park.  The Board 

agreed to accept the gift of the parcel, subject to the successful execution of a property transfer 

agreement. 

 

Parks & Recreation Update.  Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay informed the Board that Parks & 

Recreation Committee members Jim McDaniel and Shane Lawton had recently resigned.  She noted 

that the two Committee vacancies will be advertised to create a candidate pool for appointment by 

the Board at a future meeting.  

 

Warming Hut Roof Replacement.   The Board accepted the Infrastructure Committee’s 

recommendation to award a contract for the replacement of the Warming Hut roof at Rec Park to  

Premiere Roof Solutions, for a total of $12,560. 
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Pool House Siding and Windows Replacement.  The Board accepted Town Manager Kathleen 

Ramsay’s recommendation to defer action on awarding a contract to replace the siding and windows 

on the Pool House at Rec Park, while further analysis is completed on the low-bidding vendor’s cost 

proposal. 

 

Proposal for Wet Weather Flow Evaluation as required as under the EPA Order on Consent.   

The Board authorize Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to sign an agreement with engineering firm 

Aldrich & Elliott (A&E) for engineering services related to a wet-weather flow evaluation for the 

Town’s sewer system.  This evaluation was mandated by an EPA Order for Compliance on Consent 

relative to a series of sanitary sewer overflow events that have occurred within the Town’s system 

since December 1, 2011, which the EPA alleges are in violation of the Town of Middlebury’s 2008 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.  The Selectboard reviewed and 

approved the Order for Compliance in March of this year.  The contract with A&E has a not-to-exceed 

value of $24,700. 

 

Update on Pick-Up Truck Bids.  The Board supported an Infrastructure Committee recommendation 

to defer action on awarding a contract for a new pick-up truck for the Public Works Department.  

While the purchase had been approved by the voters at Town Meeting, the Committee questioned 

the need and has asked Public Works Director Dan Werner to prepare further supporting 

information. 

 

Engineering Proposal for Repairs to Water Reservoir.  The Board supported the Infrastructure 

Committee’s recommendation to accept Engineering Venture’s proposal to provide the engineering 

services required for the rehabilitation of the Town’s water reservoir on Chipman Hill, for a sum not-

to-exceed $7,500. 

 

RFP for Middlebury Flood Resiliency Project Management Services.  The Board supported the  

Infrastructure Committee’s recommendation to approve the issuance of the Request for Proposals 

for Project Management Services for the East Middlebury Flood Resiliency Project.  In the spring of 

2016, FEMA recommended funding for the implementation of the alternatives identified in the 

Town’s 2013 project study, with a total cost of $1,948,687 (comprising $1,461,515 federal and 

$487,172 non-federal) - based on a two-phase approach.  Phase I includes: 1. Refining and finalizing 

BCA (Benefit-Cost Analysis) calculations; 2. Engineering & Permitting; and 3. Archaeological Review. 

The budget for Phase 1 is $77,350, with the Town’s 25% match $19,337.50. Phase II will be the 

construction and implementation of the proposed improvements.  Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay 

said it is anticipated that Phase I of the project will begin in October 2016 and be completed by 

September 2017, with bidding for implementation of Phase II in the Winter of 2017/2018, and 

construction in the Spring of 2018 or as dictated by permitting agencies. 

 

94 Main Street Demolition Update.  The Board approve Change Order #3 for the Municipal Building 

Demolition, which reduced the cost of the Parker Excavation contract by $15,180. 

 

The Board also approved a proposed amendment to the Engineering Services Agreement with Otter 

Creek Engineering for the Project, for a total of $4,250.  The amendment reflected additional 

consulting services the company had been asked to provide over the course of the demolition 

project. 
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Lastly, the Board authorized Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to execute the Warranty Deed 

completing the conveyance of the 94 Main Street property to Middlebury College in accordance with 

the July 29, 2014 Exchange Agreement between the Town and College. 

 

High Risk Rural Roads Program Maintenance Agreement for Elm St. and Exchanges St.   The Board 

approved a Maintenance Agreement between VTrans and the Town of Middlebury for the 

replacement of signage and the installation of new pavement markings on Elm Street and Exchange 

Street that the State had completed in 2014 under the High Risk Rural Roads Program (HRRR) 

Program.  Under the agreement, the Town commits to maintain all new signs, sign posts and 

pavement markings in conformance with 23 VSA §1025 and the latest edition of the Federal Highway 

Administration’s Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). 

 

Draft Safe Public Meeting Policy.  The Board briefly discussed a draft Policy on Safe Public Meetings 

and a draft Procedure for Disruption of Public Meetings that Town staff had prepared as a result of 

recent concerns around the safe conduct of public meetings. The draft documents affirm the Town of 

Middlebury’s commitment to encouraging “public participation in meetings, and public input and 

lively discourse on issues before Town government,” while also defining a process that Town staff 

should follow when the potential for disruptive behavior exists or actually occurs during a public 

meeting.  The Board referred the draft policy to the Town’s Policy Review Committee for further 

review and comment. 

 

Appointment of Voting Delegate to VLCT Town Fair and Registration for Town Fair.  The Board 

appointed Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay as Middlebury’s voting delegate to the Vermont League 

of Cities & Towns’ Annual Business Meeting, which is held during the annual Town Fair on  

October 5 – 6, 2016.   

 

 

Town Manager’s Report 

 

Letter from Attorney Dumont Regarding Vermont Gas.  Kathleen Ramsay noted that the Town had  

received a letter from Attorney Jim Dumont, requesting zoning enforcement action against Vermont 

Gas under Zoning Ordinance § 1210 for constructing natural gas distribution facilities in Middlebury 

without a zoning permit.”  Dumont noted that, while public utility transmission facilities are exempt 

from local zoning under 24 VSA §4413(b), distribution systems are not.  He argued that natural gas 

distribution facilities constitute “Land Development” under Middlebury’s Zoning Regulations and, 

therefore, are subject to the local permitting process.  The letter is currently under review with Town 

Counsel. 

 

2017 Municipal Planning Grant Application Proposal.  Planning & Zoning Director Jennifer Murray 

will be on the agenda for the Board’s September 27th meeting to present a proposal for a grant 

application under the FY2017 Municipal Planning Grant Program 

 

2016 Transportation Alternatives Grant Application Proposals.  Town Staff are preparing two grant 

applications for the VTrans’ Transportation Alternatives program, which are due on October 20, 2016:   
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1).  An application for planning funds for a shared use path connecting Cider Mill Road in Cornwall 

and College Street in Middlebury; and 

 

2).  An application for funds to supplement existing grant funds for Phase 2 of the Exchange Street 

pedestrian project (MacIntyre Services to Catamount Park) to provide funding for a shared use path, 

rather than a sidewalk.  As requested by the Board, Doug Henson of Lamoureux & Dickinson 

estimated the cost of constructing a shared use path rather than a sidewalk and found that the cost 

of the shared use path was approximately $100,000 more than the current funding available for the 

project. 

 

 

Video recordings of Middlebury Selectboard Meetings are available on the  

Middlebury Community Television web site:  

middleburycommunitytv.org 
 

 

These Selectboard Meeting Highlights are intended to provide a brief summary of Selectboard meetings to help communicate matters pending before the 

Selectboard to Town Employees, local officials and State Legislators.  The Highlights are not comprehensive minutes, and are not reviewed or endorsed by 

the Board before they are distributed.   Selectboard Meeting Highlights and other Town news and information are available via e-mail; sign up on the 

Town's website, or call the Town Offices, 388-8100, ext. 202. 

 

Kathleen Ramsay, Town Manager 

 


